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LUKE xxiii, 34. 


7 Ben ſaid Jeſus, Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. 


- þ HIS prayer of our Lord, while un- 
der hie d. g agonies on the croſs, diſco- 
VE!>,., neſt breathing of his ſoul 
after the ſalvation oi wunners: it is ſhort, but very 
comprehenſive; the love and generoſity ex- 
preſs*d in it are much to be admir'd, and imi- 
tated by all his diſciples. Here we behold the 
tenderneſs and compaſſion of the Redeemer's 
heart towards impenitent tranſgreſſars, and ſuch 
who were embrueing their hands in his moſt pre- 
cious blood. | 

Some have thought, that one reaſon why 
providence ſo over- ruled the ſufferings of our 
Lord, that he ſhould die on the croſs, was, that 
he might have liberty of ſpeech to the laſt, and 
ſo might glorify his Father, and edify thoſe about 
him, This ſeems to me to be going too 
far in a way of conjecture, becauſe I do not 
ind ny ſuch intimation in ſacred writ; and 


B indeeg 


4 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
indeed he ſaid but little through the whole of 
his. ſufferings... His patience and filence were 
amazing, in which he anſwered the deſcription 
given of the Meſſiah by the prophets ; and though — 
the method his enemies took to. ſhed his blood 
left him a natural freedom of ſpeech, he opened 
his mouth but ſparingly, and not at all by way 
of complaint or. reviling : this clearly demon- 
ſtrated his voluntary reſignation, and hereby a 
teſtimony ariſes for the confirmation of our faith 
in him as the ſon of God, and an example to us 
under thoſe ſufferings allotted us in the preſent 
ſtate : his not uſing the liberty he had, is a cir- 
cumſtance by which I apprehend he brought 
glory to his Father, and which affords matter of 
edification to his followers. However we have 
reaſon to be thankful, that his gracious lips 
were at liberty on this extraordinary occaſion : 
his dying words were few, but full of inſtruction 
and conſolation ; nor did they fail of moſt com- 
paſſionate intimations for the encouragement of 
poor trembling ſinners: ſuch is the petition before 
us, as ſhall endeavour particularly to make appear 
in the following diſcourſe. Then ſaid Jeſus, Father. | 
forgive them, for they know not what they dl. 
In opening of which Words I propoſe, 


I. BrrzeLy to enquire into the time when, and 
the circumſtances under which our Lord put 
pp this petition, dls 

155 II. To 


to thoſe that crucified him. 5 
II. To conſider the petition itſelf. 
III. To explain the plea made uſe of, in favour of 
_ thoſe for whom he intercedes. And, 
IV. Axp laſtly, to ſhew you what this conduct 
of our Lord, under ſuch circumſtances, 
points out for the inſtruction of his diſciples. 


I. I would enquire briefly into the time when, 
and the circumſtances under which our Lord put 
up thus petition, 
Tx ſacred hiſtorian introduces the account with 
a particle, which naturally leads us to conſider the 
ſeaſon when theſe words were ſpoken; a circum- 
ſtance that greatly ſets off the wonderful compaſ- 
ſion and forgiveneſs of the interceſſor: Then ſaid 
Jeſus, &c. It was at a time when he was under 
great ſuffering and affliction ; when his malicious 
enemies had prevailed, through fraud and trea- 
chery, to get him apprehended ; when, through 
falſe witneſs, and the cowardice or covetouſneſs of 
the civil magiſtrate, he had been delivered from 
the judgment ſeat into the hands of thoſe, the 
baſeneſs of whoſe diſpoſition towards him had 
been juſt now exerciſed in mocking, ſcourging, 
and treating his innocent perſon with the greateſt 
cruelty and infolence ; it was then, when after 
all the injuſtice and barbarity he met with in his 
id mock trial, and under the {porting of their luſts 1 
U in the hall, his nature was almoſt ſpent with grief, 
and ſtripes and wounds; when he was brought to the 
To vote B 2 place 


TH 


6 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
place of public execution, and there nailed to an 
accurſed tree, between two infamous malefactors; 
it was even in that hour and power of darkneſs, 
the proſpect of which not long before had 
brought him into an agony of blood, and when 
thoſe execrable wretches, who had been crying 
out crucify him, crucify him, were eagerly fill- 
ing up their iniquity in putting the finiſhing 
ſtroke to his precious life ; under ſuch circum- 
ſtances of ſorrow and provocation, a little be- 
fore he expired, through the mercileſs hands of 
his avowed enemies, our Lord put up this won- 
derful and excellent petition ; Ther ſaid Jeſus, &c. 
* A modern and eminent expoſitor renders our 
Lord's plea in theſe words , They know not what 
they are doing; he obſerves that 7: Too carries 
in it the exact import of the preſent tenſe, and this 
tranſlation he apprehends is moſt expreſſive of the 
circumſtance Chriſt was under at this time. Accord- 
ing to this, it points out what theſe wicked men were 
about, at the inſtant in which our Lord put up this 
requeſt, viz, (as the forementioned expoſitor repre- 
ſents it in his paraphraſe) . whenthey were diſtort- 
ing his limbs as on a rack, and nailing his hands 
s and his feet on the full ſtretch to the wood.“ 
That Chriſt breathed this prayer duringtheanguiſh 
of his ſoul under his ſufferings, is, I think, unde- 
niably evident; and though it is not abſolutely 


* See Dr. Deoddridge on the place. 
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lo thoſe that crucified him. ©» 
tuin in what critical minute of his crucifixion 
is requeſt was made, it ſeems to me, by the 
dunner of the expreſſion, and the place the 
rangeliſt gives it in the hiſtory, it might very 
robably be, while their wicked hands were em- 
oped in driving the nails, and faſtening his body 
p the accurſed tree; however it moſt certainly 
s when Chriſt was under his deepeſt humiliation, | 
le he was enduring the croſs, and while his | | 
jemies were doing their utmoſt to expreſs their W if 
nice, aud unſhaken reſolution to purſue him to 4 [ 
ion, But, 


Il. I proceed to conſider the petition itſelf : 
dd this you ſee is addreſſed to his Father, 7. e. 
ol the Father, who is the Father of Chriſt, as 
ir Lord is his own, and his only begotten Son, 
x Son of himſelf, and therefore he thought it no 
Wery to be equal with him, being poſſeſs'd of all 
e ame divine perfections: he is alſo the Father 
| Chriſt, conſidered as Mediator, and cloathed 
th the human nature: Chriſt is the firſt born 
ung many brethren ; the elder brother of that 
mily which God has choſen for himſelf : on this 
dunt, in the days of his fleſh, he often ad- 
gd himſelf to God, and ſpake of him as his 
Her. Thus, after his reſurrection, he ſends 
wh to tell his brethren, and Peter, * ſaying, 7 
lend unto my Father and your Father, and to my 
1 aud your God. 
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8 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
Bur the principal thing under this head to be Wl © 
regarded, and which calls for ſpecial obſer. Wi © 
vation, is, that Chriſt does not apply to high 
Father for himſelf, or for his own deliverance 
upon this important occaſion, but for his mo 
barbarous enemies. While he was in the gar 
den, we find him ſorrowful and ſore amazed 
* beſeeching his Father, if it were poſſible to | 
this cup paſs. In this Inſtance the averſion « 
his human nature to ſufferings was exprefſs'd 
and thereby he appeared to be truly the for 
of man: but now being delivered, according 
to the determinate council of God, into th 
hands of ſinners, we find no petition for 
releaſe from his ſufferings ; he had freely ſug 
rendered himſelf, and was firmly reſolved t 
finiſh the work he came to perform. He wan 
ed not indeed for the ſtrongeſt natural motive 
to engage him to addreſs his Father for ſuch 
deliverance : the dreadful pain and anguiſh 
felt in his body, and the daring inſolence of his pe 
ſecutors, while he hung bleeding on the crol 
might have naturally engaged him in anotl 
kind of addreſs; but our Redeemer was prol 
againſt ſuch temptations; his magnanimo 
heart was too much ſet on the ſalvation of 
people, and his own glory as Mediator, to 
removed by any influence of this kind, His CC | 


* Mark xiv. 35. 


to thoſe that erucified him. 0 
ern is in relation to his enemies, thoſe very per- 
vs who were now embrueing their hands in his 
mocent blood, piercing him without mercy, and 
perſecuting his ſoul unto death; and his petition 
for theſe men is not for zul but for mercy, 
not for puniſhment, but for pardon. Father, for- 
give them.“ One might have expected under 
ſuch circumſtances he would have called for di- 
vine juſtice to have ſeized them, for the righte- 
dus vengeance of his Father to have fallen upon 
their guilty heads; that he would rather have 
fad, Father behold the cruelty of theſe un- 
«* grateful ſinners to thy dear ſon, ſee how they 
hate and perſecute me without a cauſe ; pour 
* out thy wrath upon them, give them judg- 
* ment without mercy, and let them go quick 
* down to hell.“ But, lo! in the midſt of all their 
brutal cruelty, his bowels moved with the 
moſt tender compaſſion towards them; Fa- 
ther, forgive them, as if he had ſaid, ** Lay not this 
* fin to their charge, impute not this iniquity to 


them, let not the guilt of it lie upon them, but 


* freely pardon theſe wretches, and have pity 
* on their precious fouls ; Father, releaſe them 
* from thoſe bonds they have laid themſelves 
* under, ſaying, his blood be upon us and our 
children; enter not into judgment with them, 
* but conſult the bowels of thy mercy towards 
them.“ This ſeems to be the purport of the 
petition, and it is conſidered by ſome as put up 

by 
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10 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
by our Lord in his mediatorial character; and hence 
it is ſuggeſted, that this petition is to be added ij 
his prayer, John xvii. to compleat the ſpecimen he 
gave of his interceſſion within the vail, If it is 
be taken in this light, I conceive there muſt he 
a limitation with reſpect to the objects. I think 
it cannot be underſtood to regard every indi. 
dual perſon concerned in his crucifixion ; fing 
every part of Chriſt's interceſſion as Mediator, 
is, and mult be effectual, provided he has ful. 


filled the engagements he was under, of which 
there can be no doubt; it would then folloy, 
that every . perſon who was concerned in the cu. 
cifixion of our Lord had his fins pardoned; 
which ſuppoſition, though it may bear the ſpe. 
cious ſhew of exalting the grace of God, is with- 
out any foundation in ſcripture. It is a ſuff. q 
cient diſplay of the infinite merit of Chriſt's x 
blood, and the abounding grace of God thio' - 
him to the vilelt of ſinners, that any of thoſe per. p 
ſons were ſaved by the blood they ſo wickedly a 
ſhed, much more that ſuch a number of them 
were, as we may reaſonably conclude were convert- 0 
ed under Peter's ſermon, an account of which i 
we have recorded in As ii. But that every in- 
dividual was pardoned, cannot be allowed from t 
the relation we have there of the firſt fruits of the 00 
Goſpel after Chriſt's aſcenſion : it does not ap- g 
pear that every one received the word, and we have I © 
reaſon to believe that the moſt and greateſt, even N 


the 


to thoſe that erucified him: 11 
the chief prieſts and rulers concerned in the 
fact remained in unbelief, and under that 
dreadful prejudice mentioned Rom. x. 3. that 
they never ſubmitted to God's way of ſalvation, 
and ſo periſhed under the guilt of this, and of 
all their other ſins. If therefore we conſider 
this as a prayer of Chriſt in his mediatorial capacity, 
it muſt have reſpect to thoſe preſent, who were 
appointed to obtain ſalvation by him, of which, 
through boundleſs mercy, there appeared a con- 


ally concerned in his crucifixion ; and our Sa- 


* viour, according to this, ſeems to plead that the 
h fin of ſhedding his blood, aggravating as it was, 
— ſhould not ſtand in the way of their ſalvation, 
Ly that it might not be the cauſe of their being pre- 
"y cluded repentance, by ſudden deftirutiion, or final ob- 
M duration, as a very learned man explains it, 


All grace is imparted to the choſen people of 
God, through the inter ceſſion of riſt, at 
nich the time of converſion, was ell as afterwards ; 
and he concerns himſelf for his ſheep before 
rom they are actually brought home: our Re- 
che W emer offers up many a prayer for his people, 
ap before they have underſtanding or grace to Nr 
for themſelves. 

Bur I am rather inclined to think this prayer 
ne WY ſould be confidered as put up by Chriſt in his hu- 
man nature, and as ſuch, it relates to all hisperſecu- 


* Grotius in loc. 


C tors; 


ſiderable number, even of thoſe who were actu- 
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from the ſons of men, together with the tender 


himſelf, that he freely forgave them as man; 


things, that the prayer is not to be underſtood as put up by 


12 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 


tors; and which, though not effectual to the 
eternal ſalvation of every individual, is ſtrongly 
expreſſive of the patient and forgiving ſpirit, with 
which our Saviour endured the greateſt cruelties 


compaſſion he had, conſidered 'as man, for the 
eternal welfare of immortal ſouls. He gave ſeve- 
ral proofs of this diſpoſition when upon earth ; 
as when he wept over Jeruſalem, beheld with 
affection the young man in the Goſpel, and was 
grieved for the unbelief and hardneſs of mens 
hearts : theſe and ſuch like things are recorded 
of him in the new teſtament, and in this view, 
the petition under our conſideration ſhews how 
ready he was to paſs by every injury done to 


and it is as if he had ſaid, Father forgive them, 
e notwithſtanding their provoking inſolence and 
« cruelty ; I deſire no vengeance may be taken 
* on my account; I pity them in their fins, 
c have no reſentment in my heart againſt them, 
but intreat thou wilt paſs by their iniquity.” 
Thus our lovely Feſus returned the greateſt 
good his preſent circumſtances, as a man, would 
admit of, for the greateſt evil. But, 


III. I proceed to explain the plea * uſed by 
* | 
© Chr it, 


* This plea I apprehend is a confirmation, with other 


ou 


to thoſe that crucified him. 13 
Chriſt, in behalf of thoſe for whom he intercedes, 
and this is their ignorance, Two things I pro- 
poſe to enquire into under this head. 1h. In what 
ſenſe theſe perſons might be ſaid to be ignorant; 
and, 2d. How this ignorance is pleaded in their 
favour. 

Firſt. In what ſenſe theſe perſons might be 
ſaid to be ignorant. 

Txxy knew they were ſhedding of blood, this 
was their deſign, and what they eagerly executed ; 
they were not ignorant that they were actually tak- 
ing away the life of Chriſt as a man, when they 
diſtorted, and nailed his tender limbs to the croſs, 
where they abuſed and inſulted him in this ſname- 
ful manner; they were conſcious of theſe inhuman 
and barbarous actions. Many of them alſo knew 
they were ſheddingſinnocent blood; the pains taken 
to ſubborn witneſſes, the challenge our Lord gave 
his enemies, on their attempts upon him, to prove 
lin againſt him, the declaration of Plate after exa- 
mination that he found no fault in him worthy of 
death, and many other circumſtances ſhew, that 
the conſciences of thoſe, however, who were deep 


in the plot, as well as that of Pilate, were con- 
vinced, * that they bad delivered him for envy, and 
without any juſt cauſe, into his hands: This alſo 
the apoſtle ſeems to charge them with, when he 
our Lord, in the character of Mediator for pardon, becauſe 
Chriſt as the advocate of his people, does not plead any 


| by thing ſhort of the merit of his blood, for the remiſſion of 
is. * Mat. xxvii. 18. - 


briſh, C 2 tells 


* 


14 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 

tells them, they Þ denied bim, (i. e. his releaſe) jy 
the preſence of Pilate, when be was determined ty 
let him go; adding in the next verſe, they denied 
the holy one, and the juſt. Nay, they knew him 
not only to be innocent, but had convincing 
proofs of his being an excellent perſon, as the 
ſame apoſtle expreſly ſays; * Ze men of Iſracl 
bear theſe words, Jeſus of Nazareth, @ man ap- 
proved of God, among you, by miracles, and wonders 
and ſigns, which God did by him in the mid} if 
you, as ye yourſeFoes alſo know, &c. They were not 
ſo ignorant, therefore, as not to be chargeable 
with an obſtinate willful murder, in killing 7}: 
Lord of life and glory; yet in this prayer it i 
urged, they knew not what they did. Their 
ignorance ſeems to me to be this, viz. They did 
not know, or were not convinced, that he was 
the Son of God, or that Mefiab the prophets 
gave witneſs to from the beginning; which was 
not for want of our Lord's producing ſufficient 
evidence that he was the perſon foretold by the 
prophets, in theſe great characters; but to their 
blindneſs and prejudices, to their perverting the 
ſcriptures, and thoſe luſts that prevailed on their 
minds. They had promiſed themſelves worldly | 
honours, and temporal advantages upon the co- 
ming of the Meſſiah, and looked for civil rather 
than ſpiritual ſalvation, therefore they ftumblcd } 
at his outward condition; they were a ſinful and | 


T Acts iii. 13, 14. Acts 11. 22. 
| adulterous | 


150 thoſe that crucified him. 1 5 
adulterous generation, who thought more of 
gratifying than mortifying their luſts; and ſo the 
circumſtances and doctrine of our Lord offended 
them: thus enſlaved to corruption, left under 


the power of unbelief, and given up to a judicial 


blindneſs and darkneſs, they knew him not; this ſeems 
to have been the caſebothof Jews and Gentiles, and 
even of their princes and rulers; notwithſtanding 
all their boaſt of wiſdom and learning, they knew 
bim not. As the ſcripture teſtifies, (ſays an excel- 
cellent writer) there were twovails,v:z. one on Chriſt, 
and the other on their hearts, through which they 
could not diſcern the perſon of the Meſiah; they 


knew him not as ſuch. But, 4 


Secondly, How is this their ignorance to be 
pleaded in their favour. 

Anp hereIwould obſerve, that it is not a pleaof 
merit: our Lord does not argue that becauſe they 
knew not what they did, therefore they muſt be 
pardoned he is not ſhewing cauſe why they ought 
to be forgiven. Their ignorance was owing to the 
luſts of their hearts, whereby they were prejudiced, 
and rejected Chri/t, of which God was not the 
author: it was their ſhame and reproach, and by 
no means excufable, eſpecially as they wanted not 
for means of better knowledge. They had Moſes 
and the prophets, Chrift came at the tune, and 
was attended with all the characters given in their 


1 Cor. ii. 8. compared with Acts iii. 17. 


writings 
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16 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 

writings of the true Maſiab to come: in him 
every circumſtance was accompliſhed, nothing 
was wanting as a means; but they were aban. 


doned, the god of this world had blinded their 


eyes, their ignorance was chargeable upon them- 
ſelves, though not removeable by themſelves, and 
therefore I think their ignorance can by no mean: 
be urged by way of merit. But, 

Tunis plea muſt be conſidered in another light, 
and, as I apprehend, ſhould be rather under. 
ſtood as an obſervation of our Lord, from 
whence encouragement ariſes, tho* no occaſion of 
boaſting; the purport of which ſeems to be, to 
ſhew, that from this circumſtance it appeared 
their ſins were pardonable ; that although the 
guilt of ſhedding his blood was of a deep and 
crimſon dye, and attended with horrid aggrava- 
tions, yet it did not exceed the purpoſe of God, 
or the merit of that propitiation, through which 
he declares himſelf righteous inthe remiſſion of ſins, 


It did not follow that their ſins muſt, but it fol- 


lowed that they might be forgiven; even his murder, 
atrocious as it was, and full of dreadful guilt, yet it 
was not the unpardonable ſin, for it was not a- 
gainſt a clear knowledge of his being the Meſſiah, 
The apoſtle Paul uſes the like expreſſion, when, 
after having ſpoken of his being a blaſpbemer 
and a perſecutor before converſion, he ſays, but 
® 1 obtained mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly, in 


® 1 Tim. i. 13. 


1. 
*%S "42 


in 
ing + 70 thoſe that crucified him. 


in. anbelief, q. d. Theſe great and provoking 
ir W*« fins being done in ignorance, were within the 
« compaſs of divine mercy through Chriſt Jeſus, 
and this mercy God was pleaſed to beſtow 
upon me. Thus there was room to hope, 
and conſequently to pray for theſe bloody ſinners, 
| becauſe they knew not what they did. 

Tris was our Lord's prayer for his perſecutors, 
| while he was extended on the croſs, and when 
under the moſt ſorrowful and diſtreſſing circum- 
| ſtances : at the time when his avowed enemies 
were in the height of their rage, gratifying their 
envy and malice on his innocent and excellent 
| perſon, he intercedes with his Father in their be- 
half, pleading, that notwithſtanding all their 
| wickedneſs, their ſins were pardonable, being 
committed in ignorance, and earneſtly entreats 
they might receive his forgiveneſs. Aſtoniſhing 
| kindneſs indeed! how beautiful does our Redeem- 
"Wc appear, when thus, according to antient pro- 
10 WF phecy, though he was numbered with tranſgreſſorę, 
4. he made interceſſion for ſuch. But I proceed, 


b, IV. To ſhew what this conduct of our Lord, 


under ſuch circumſtances, points out for the in- 
a ſtruction of his diſciples. 


* Tux principal deſign of Chriſt, indeed, in 
'" & bumbling himſelf to the death df the croſs, was, 
„ that he might put away the guilt of ſin; and in 


this view none of the ſons of men are to endurg 


17 


18 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
ſufferings, or ſubmit to death. It would-be ; 
fruitleſs attempt, as might eaſily be ſhewn. The 
blood of a ſinner can never atone for ſin; it 
not what the chriſtian is called to, ſince our Lo: 
hath by his one offering for ever perfected bim rich 
who are ſanfified. The end of Chriſt's ſuffering, 
as bearing the guilt and puniſhment of his peo 
ple's fins, is not to be copied after, ſince that 
would reflect on him, as not having fully ar. 
ſwered the end for which he ſuffered; this would 
ſavour of ignorance, and be both vain and in- 
pertinent. But the conduct of our Lord unde 
his ſufferings, and the ſpirit and temper with 


which he endured them, is the beſt and greateſt cx 1 
ample to his followers, who ſhould carneſtly pray nt 
and ſtrive, in this ſenſe, to be conformable to bi: Wl if: 
death. And in this view, the inſtance before us yo 
holds forth ſeveral things for our inſtruction Wl to 
and imitation z particularly thoſe that follow I ap- a 


prehend to be important, vi. 
Firſt, We are taught that no outward affliction Ml G 
or trouble in this life ſhould hinder the true be- 
hever from applying to God, as his Father. Sur- Ml i 
rounded with diſtreſs, and encompaſſed with Wl 
darkneſs, as Chriſt was when he hung upon the Wl : 
croſs, he addreſſes God under this character, and WI 1 
thereby encourages his people to do the ſame. Wl « 
When we are under the rebukes of providence, eſ- 
pPecially if attended with darkneſs of ſoul, and that 
the light of God's countenance is withdrawn, we 
arc 
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are prone to queſtion our intereſt in his paternal 
care, fears | ariſe, and we are preſently diſcou- 
raged from coming to the throne of grace; at 
leaſt our hearts are wavering, and we cannot ap- 
proach the footſtool of our Father with that filial 


boldneſs, that becomes thoſe who draw nigh by 


faith in the blood of Chriſt. But this is our great 
weakneſs, for as no degree of trouble, or ſeverity 
of diſpenſation in the preſent ſtate diſſolves the 
| relation God has taken the believer into with him- 


ſelf, ſo none of his dealings ſhould diſhearten 
him from ſtiling God his Father: his affections are 
unchangeable, his faithfulneſs remains, although 
be makes his pavilion darkneſs. Therefore, O be- 


lever, when tempted and hurried, through the 


toſſings of an afflicted ſtate, to heſitate about your 
intereſt in the love of God, and when afraid to 
uſe a holy freedom with him in prayer, conſider 


your Redeemer in this inſtance of his application 


to God; hear with what liberty he pleads for the 
deſire of his ſoul, even while it pleaſed the Lord 
to bruiſe him, while he was ſtricken, ſmitten of 
Cod, and afflifted, He knew it was his Father 
who gave him the cup, and that it was his Fa- 
ther's pleaſure he ſhould drink it up, he there- 
fore will not petition for its removal; yet through 
all his ſufferings, he eyes this relation, and ha- 
ving a requeſt, craves it as a Son. In the ſame 
character he addreſſes God, hen in that dread- 


D. ful 


20 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
ful agony in the garden, ſaying. Aba Futber, 

all things are poſſible with thee, take this cup fron 
me, nevertheleſs, not what I will, but what they 
wilt, And thus he breaths out his ſoul at laſt, 
＋ Father into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. It be. 
comes us to follow his example, and not let 
chaſtiſements cheriſh unbelief, but like children 
who know we have a parent unchangeable i in his 
love, infinite in wiſdom, and able to ſupport u of 
under all our ſorrows, and to deliver us out of Wl bu 
them; let us, I ſay, cleaye to God as our F. |, 


ther, and unboſom our ſelves to him; and thi t 


we may do with the greateſt freedom, and confi 

dence, ſince we have an bigh prieſt who is paſſet 

into the heavens, ſince this our elder brother, ha. 

ving died for our fins, and thereby fully ſatisfied I , 
divine juſtice, is aſcended to his Father and ou i « | 
Father. Chriſt, in almoſt every inſtance of WM ©: 
his application to heaven in the days of his fleſh, 
teaches his diſciples to draw nigh to God as their 
Father; and his addreſſing him thus on the Croſs, i «. 
and while his Father thus affſicted him, directs, N 
and greatly encourages the chriſtian to do ſo, un-“ 
der the moſt trying providences, even when God 
hides his face, and when his afflicting hand ſeems 
to be in a ſpecial manner upon him. po 
p Secondly, No injury we receive from the worſt W wi 
of our enemies ſhould hinder our pleading with WJ pro 


Mark xiv. 36. + Luke xxiii. 46. the 
| God 
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God for their ſpiritual good. It is the peculiar 


dbctrine of the Goſpel, ® Love your enemies, Bleſs 


them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
pray for them which deſpiteſully uſe you, and perſe- 
cute you. He that laid down this precept for his 
followers, enforces it by a moſt lively inſtance; 
interceding with his Father for the moſt ungrate- 
ful and cruel enemies, at a time when their luſts 
were raging, and he felt the moſt dreadful effects 
of their malice and envy, We may, and cannot 
but be ſenſible of the injuries done us by our fel- 
low creatures, nor is every degree of notice we 
take of ſuch injuries contrary to a chriſtian ſpirit f. 

It 


* Matt. v. 44. 

+ The piotis Mt. Burkit, in his expoſition bf the text; 
has this obſervation, wiz; * The goſpel (ſays he) requires 
% not an inſenſibility of wrongs and injuries, that allows us 
n ſenſe of offered evils; though it forbids us to revenge 

them; yet the more tender our reſentments are, the 
more excellent our forgiveneſs is: So that a forgiving 
« ſpirit doth not extlude z ſenſe of injuries; but the ſenſe 
of injuries graces the forgiveneſs of them; neither doth 
the goſpel requite us, under the notion of forgiving in- 
4 juries, to deliver up out rights and properties tothe luſts 
of every one that will invadethem, but meckly to receive 
evil; and readily to teturn good. 

They ſeem to take a very improper method to fo off the 
power of divine grace in the ſoul; who repreſent the believer 
3 inſenſible of the injuries he receives; and therefore not 
prone to revenge ; for it is certain where there is no trial, 
no virtue can appear: and it is very unreaſonable to explain 
the moderation f a chriſtian to temporal enjoyments, in ſuch 

D 2 4 Way, 
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If any attempt to wound our, good name, 
through falſe accuſation, we ought to be zealous 
for the vindication of our characters, detect the 
ſlanderer, that others may be aware of him, that he 
himſelf may be brought to ſhame, and a ſenſe of his 
evil, and our own uſefulneſs. may be preſerved. I 
any, by fraud, or violence, unjuſtly withold, or 
wreſt from us our civil property, we may uſe lau. 
ful methods for obtaining our right. Indeed to be 
litigious is very unbecoming a chriſtian, and be. 
lievers ſhould ſhew great moderation in this re- 
ſpect; yet in ſome caſes it may be very decent, 
and highly incumbent on the Chriſtian to call ir 
the aſſiſtance of the civil magiſtrate, who is the 
miniſter of God, and providentially ſet for the 
defence of the innocent, and for the recovery of 
the rights of the injured. 

But in all theſe things we have need to watch 
our hearts, leſt under a pretence of doing our 
ſelves juſtice, we are betrayed into the gratification 
of our lufts. For if while we are thus ſhewing 
our ſenſe of injury, and vindicating our cauſe, 
we find we cannot pray ſincerely and earneſtly for 
the ſalvation of thoſe who have injured us, we 
exceed bounds, and deviate from a true chriſtian 


ſpirit. We ſhould take heed we do not indulge! 


a way, as to render it inconſiſtent with his character to make 
uſe of an ordinance of God for the defence of his property, 
which is one talent with which he is to be uſeful in the 


tation in which his heavenly Father has placed him. 
hatred 


_ 
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ec to a man's perſon, how hateful ſoever 
his actions may be; and let the conduct of our 
fellow creatures towards us, be ever ſo provoking, 
it is a ſign our minds are under the government 
of a very bad principle, when we cannot plead 
for their ſalvation, becauſe they have injured us. 
Then are we in a right chriſtian frame, wheny 
though ſenſibly feacd with the injuſtice, in- 
gratitude, and cruelty of our neighbour, we are 
unfeignedly deſirous he ſhould be brought to a 
ſenſe of his evil, and can find our hearts diſ- 
poſed, to wreſtle with our heavenly Father, for 
his forgiveneſs of thoſe very ſins he is guilty of, in 
bis evil treatment of us, In proportion to our 
real concern for the pardon of heaven to our 
enemies, and our own forgiveneſs of them, as 
men, is our conformity to the image of Chriſt. 
Nox let any one ſay, this is a good doctrine, 
but what man alive can practice it? It is moſt 
certainly practicable, and this will be our tem- 


i Wy 


per and diſpoſition, ſo far as the ſpirit of Chriſt 


and the grace God rules | in our hearts: it was 


practiſed by Stephen, when the enraged Jews ran 


upon him with one accord and ſtoned him ; when 

he was thus launching into eternity through their 

mercileſs and cruel treatment, we read, he * kneel- 

ed down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not 

this fin to their charge. © The apoſtle Paul is 
Acts vii. bo. 
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24 The compaſſion of i the dying Saviour 
alſo an inſtance of ſuch a ſpirit, when, not- 
withſtanding he had been, and continued to be 
perſecuted by his kinſmen the Jews, who pur- 
ſued him from place to place, hunting for his 
life, he Jeclares the diſpoſition of his mind to- 
wards them in theſe words, I ſay the truth is 
Chriſt, and le not, &c. That 1 have great bee 
vineſs and continual ſorrow in my heart, for | 
could wiſh that myſelf were accurſed from Chit, ir 


again, Brethren my hearts defire, and prayer 1 
God for Iſrael is, that they might be ſaved. 
Such deſires and petitions are delightful to God, 
where they are ſincerely felt, and affectionately of- 
fer d up, and they afford us a good evidence of 
our title to the character of his children. We 
may boldly call God Father, when through 
the influences of his ſpirit, we approach him in 
ſuch a diſpoſition, It is remarkable, when our 
N forth the precept mentioned in the 
ning of this head, to love our enemies, &. 
he immediately adds, 7 that ye may be the chilaren 


* Romani ix. 1, 2, 3. ———_— *. 1: We 
are not to argue from the difficulty of a Goſpel precept 
with our weak and depraved minds, to the neglect of it, 
or diſcourage ourſelves from attempting what is difficult, 
as though it were impoſſible ; *tis indeed to be feared 
ſome do ſo, and therefore though they bear the name 
of the children of God, are very unlike their heavenly Father 
in their converſation. 


+ Matthew v. 45. 


of 
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of your Father that is in heaven , i. e. That ye 
may appear to be ſo, by ſuch a ſpirit and con- 
duct. 


It muſt be allowed that this is hard work for 
fleſh and blood, and that our corrupt natures vio- 
lently oppoſe it. To be earneſtly employing our- 
ſelves at the throne of grace for their pardon and 
ſalvation, who are eagerly endeavouring our de- 
ſtruction, is ſtrange conduct in the eyes of a carnal 
man, and what nature is far from reliſhing ; yet 
this is qur duty, and ſo we ought to act, as we 
would appear to be the children of our heavenly 
Father, or theſfollowers of the meek and compaſ- 
ſionate Jeſus. The beſt of us, through the remain - 
ing power of ſin, too often experience a diſpoſition 
to the contrary. Upon every offence and oppoſi- 
tion we meet with from our fellow creatures, and 
even our fellow chriſtians, how prone are we to 
paſſion hatred and revenge? But this is to be 
lamented ; theſe luſts are not to be cheriſhed, 
but mortified ; nor is a ſerious conſideration of 
this great example of our Saviour, an unlikely 


means to check our forward ſpirits. When under 


any trials of this ſort, believer, upon feeling the 
fire of theſe luſts begin to burn in your heart, 


look to Chriſt, and obſerve in this remarkable 


nſtance, under what provocations, and with 
what compaſſion and fervency he wreſtled in his 
dying moments for his murtherers, ſaying, Fa- 
her forgive them, This may, under a divine bleſ- 


ſing, 
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ſing, become a means of transforming the frame 
of your hearts into patience and love, Many 
great advantages uſually attend the overcoming 
of our hearts in ſuch ſeaſons ;, hereby the devil 
is diſappointed, who finds, great account in a 
profeſs d chriſtian's giving way to his paſſions ; 
eſpecially if it be againſt thoſe who are under the 
like profeſſion with himſelf : through theſe victo- 
ries, by the aſſiſtance of divine grace, the power 
of indwelling fin is greatly weakened ; and as this 
has a natural tendency, ſo it ſometimes becomes 
a means of converting, and winning over to re- 
pentance our offending brother. Such noble 
ends cannot but be moſt defirable to a true chriſ- 
tian, when in a ſpiritual frame, 

Thirdly, We ſee from this prayer, that ſin- 
ners are naturally, and very juſtly chargeable 
with thoſe ſins which they commit in a ſtate of ig- 
norance and unbelief, and that for ſuch ſins, for- 
giveneſs is neceſſary ; Father forgive them, for 

' they know not what. they do. You fee they are 
charged with the action, and this action being 
cruel and wicked, is here plainly pointed out as 
criminal, and naturally deriving guilt on their 
heads : this appears from the very petitian for 
pardon ; they did not know, i. e. becauſe of 
the hardneſs of their hearts, their prejudices 
and blindneſs, they could not diſcern or be- | 
lieve this perſon was the Chriſt: nevertheleſs, 


having taken him, and nailed him with ther MW 2 
Ati wicked 
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wicked hands to the accurſed tree, they were 
guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt, and 
dreadful will be their condemnation who obtained 
not true repentance for that aggravated crime. 
This fact being done in ignorance, might encou- 
rage the perpetrators of it, under a conviction of 
their guilt, to hope for mercy ; but the deceit, 
malice and wrath of their hearts, under the influ- 
ence of which they ated, righteouſly expoſed 
them to the divine vengeance ; and the injuſtice 
and cruelty of the action itſelf, fell with all their 
weight of guilt on their perſons, notwithſtanding 
their ignorance and unbelief. 

It does not alter the nature of the ſin we com- 
mit, or render it the leſs ours, that we know 
not what we do in the commiſſian of it. To com- 
mit a ſinful action againſt light, is more heinous, 
and the heavier condemnation follows it; but the 
ignorance of a ſinner, though it ſecures him from 
that heinous aggravation, does nat excuſe him 
from the guilt of the fin he commits, or in the 
leaſt take off from his obligation to puniſhment 
for that crime. * All men are by nature blind, 
through the fall, in a ſpiritual ſenſe. When an un- 


If this were the caſe, ignorance would be the cauſe of 
happineſs; whereas our ignorance is one branch of our 
miſery, moral evil cannot produce ſpiritual good, as the 
cauſe produces the effect, though it may be the occaſion, or 
dyer · xuled for the bringing it to paſs. 


E regenerate 
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regenerate perſon is living in the wilful gratifica- 
tion of his luſts, he knows not what he does; i. e. 
he does not underſtand or believe what a bitter 
thing ſin is, and what dreadful conſequences it 
brings on his precious ſoul, A man that obſti- 

b nately indulges ſin in this ſenſe, knows not what 
he is about, whom he offends, or what injury 
he does to his own ſoul, and what wrath and 
miſery he expoſes himſelf to ; but this will nor 
by any means excuſe him from puniſhment, if 
he is found impenitent in the day of judgment. 
We are not to think, that ignorance of the ex- 
tent and aggravations of our crimes, will excuſe 
us from the guilt of them. Our ignorance is ow- 
ing to our apoſtacy from God, and in itſelf baſe 
and ſinful, and therefore rather renders us ob- 
noxious to the diſpleaſure of an infinitely wiſe 
and holy God, than otherwiſe. Thus I hope 
you ſee that meer ignorance will not ſecure us 
the mercy and favour of God, according to 

that awful paſſage 1/aiab xxvii. 11. I is à people 
of no underſtanding; therefore he that made them will 
not have mercy on them, and he that formed them, 
will ſhew them no favour, The adverſary has many 
devices for deluding men into falſe notions to 

their ruin; and this is one, to perſuade them 
that their ſins of ignorance, are venial fins ; ſo 
indeed they are in one ſenſe, viz, that they are 
pardonable ; but the intention of this inſinuation 
is to make perſons imagine that God will take no 
| | notice 
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notice of ſuch ſins in a way of juſtice, and that 
no danger will ariſe from them. Bur be not de- 
. ceived, this is to beget in you a fatal content- 
ment in your ignorance, a ſloth and neglect of 
means, in order to your eternal ruin. Always re- 
member, it is one thing to be ignorant, and 
another to be innocent. The fins we commit in 
the greateſt ignorance, ſtand in need of the 
blood of Chriſt to purge them away, and the 
rich and free mercy of God to pardon them. 
This ignorance attending the commiſſion of ſin, 
vill not ſkreen you from divine vengeance, if 
you are found out of Chriſt in the great day of 
account; for many will then periſh for lack of 
knowledge, Again, 

Fourthly, We learn from what has been ſaid, 
that there is room for the vileſt of ſinners, upon 
adeep ſenſe of thoſecrimes they have committedin 

a time of ignorance and unbelief, to ſeek after 

- forgiveneſs, and good hope that they may obtain 
it. Forgiveneſs in this caſe, was poſſible, as ap- 

pears from this prayer; and certain, as is evi- 
dent from the ſucceſs of Peter's ſermon, which 
ſome have thought was an anſwer to it: for- 

giveneſs I ſay, was poſſible for the execrable fact 
of crucifying the Lord of life and glory: a fact 
in which there were more luſts exerciſed and ſins 

committed, than ever did, or ever will centre in 

any one execution of villainy: yet this impious 

and cruel deed, was not abſolutely unpardona- 
E 2 ble, 
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ble, nor did it uttetly exclude thoſe who were 
guilty of it from the mercy of God. Here is 
then ſurely abundant encouragement for poor ſin- 
hers to conclude, that there is forgiveneſs for all 
manner of fin, to them that truly repent. It is 
a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Chriſt Jeſus camc into the world to ſave even 
the chief of ſinners: Paul, who in his natural 


ſtate had been a Blaſphemer, and an injurious 


perſon, having partook of pardoning mercy, 
ſets himſelf forth thus, as a pattern for the encou- 
ragement of returning penitents, adding,“ I ob- 
tained mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
Peter mentions the ſame thing for the encourage- 
ment of the convinced T/raelites, who were near- 
ly, or more diſtantly concerned in the death of 
Chriſt ; And now Þ brethren (ſays he) I wot thet 
thro ignorance ye did it, as did alſo your rulers. Ig- 
norance will not alter the nature of a guilty action. 


or ſkreen a man from the puniſhment due to thoſe 


facts he is chargeable with; yet there is no fin, 
how great ſoever any man commits in a ſtate of 
_ ignorance, but God can pardon through Jeſu: 
Chriſt : no manner of fin is excepted in the pro- 
clamation of divine grace, through the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Mediator; and ſurely this news 
muſt be acceptable to a convinced ſinner. Upon 
being rouzed out of their natural ſtupidity, you 
ſhall hear ſome bewail their fooliſhneſs and 
ignorance. What have I done, fays ſuch an 


I Timothy i. 13. + Ads iii. 17. 
awakened 


10 thoſe that crucified him. 31 
awakened ſoul, in taking pleaſure in ſin? I ap- 
ded no danger, but now I ſee I was pro- 
yoking the wrath of almighty God; death and 
everlaſting deſtruction were at my heels; ſure 
none have been ſo ignorant and brutiſh as my- 


| ſelf, I have deſpiſed the proclamations of divine 


grace, ſlighted the blood of Chriſt, and abuſed 
his love, though it has been ſo gloriouſly diſ- 


play d to me in the goſpel ; and I have ſuch a 


wicked heart, that I cannot tell but if the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt upon earth had been in my 
time, I ſhould have treated him in the ſame 
manner the. Jews did. Is there any hope left 


for me? The devil will perhaps ſuggeſt that there 


s none. But hear! oh trembling ſinner, I ſay, 
hear Chriſt praying for thoſe who actually did 
take away his life, and even while they were 
barbarouſly committing the fact, hear him ſay, 
Father forgive them, and then reflect and conſi- 
der whether there 1s any room for thee to de- 
ſpair. The infinitely wiſe and good Redeemer, 
who knew his Father's will, would not have put 


up ſuch a petition if there could have been no for- 


giveneſs for them: fear not therefore, but go to 
this Feſus, who thus cried to his Father, and ha- 
ving been crucified, is now exalted to be a prince and 
aSaviour, togive repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins ; he 
nvites all diſtreſt ſouls to him ſaying, * Come un- 
to me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt ; and has without exception, aſ- 

_* Matthew xi. 28. 


ſured 


32 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
ſured us, that the perſon who comes to him, he 
will“ in no wiſe caſt out. I ſhall cloſe what I hays 
ſaid, with a ſhort reflection or two. And, 
Firſt, What reaſon have we to pray for knoy. 
ledge, and preſs earneſtly after an increaſe 0 
ght, and that our remaining blindneſs and ig. 
norance may be removed. Guilt is much g 
gravated in fins that are committed againſt light, 
but we ſee ignorance is the cauſe of much in. 
quity, of which, if not pardoned, we ſhall not 
be found innocent in the day of God's wrath, 
This alſo ſnews the pitious caſe of blind ſinner, 
who devoted to their luſts, drink in iniquity like 
water, and are daily immerſing themſelves in 
| guilt ; they know not what they do. How pre- 
cious is the Bible, and a ſtanding miniſtry as the 
means of light? and what unſpeakable obi 
gations are they under to bleſs and honour God, 
into whoſe hearts the Spirit has cauſed this light to 
ſhine, ſo as to enable them to embrace a crucified 
Redeemer ? 


Secondly, Let us admire the love and coingi he 

on of our Lord Feſus Chriſt to his perſecutors the 
Howamazing is it, that the heart of a crucified Re bu 

, deemer ſhould be thus tenderly. concern'd, even Ot 
the agonies of death, for thoſe very wretches, wht the 

were at that time imbruing their hands in his blood i N 

what a compaſſionate and ſympathizing heart hay Þ 

our Saviour? he knew what they did, he knee 

the demerit of their heinous ſin, and th me 


Jobn vi. 37. 
| | fearf 
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ſeurful conſequence to their precious ſouls, if not 
prevented by rich grace in their forgiveneſs. 
Suitable is the obſervation of an author before 
mention' d, on this circumſtance, * This is, ſays 
he, one of the moſt ſtriking paſſages in the 
« world : while they were actually nailing him 
to the croſs, he ſeems to feel the injury theſe 
poor creatures did to their own ſouls, more 
« than the wounds they gave him; and as it 
« were to forget his own anguiſh, in a concern 
for their ſalvation.” There is ſome faint re- 
ſemblance of this in the conduct of many pious 
miniſters, parents, and other ſuperiors, who, 
under the influence of thedivine ſpirit, are longing 
in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, after the ſalvation 
of thoſe, to whom they ſtand related, and who 
ae frequently pleading with the Lord to for- 
give thoſe ſins, whieh in ſpite of all their care, 
they are committing without remorſe ; as Fob 
ſeems to do for his ſons and daughters. Their 
hearts thus melt for their ignorant charge, when 
they have no pity, or concern for themſelves, 


Obſtinate ſinners fetch many a painful groan from 
the hearts of thoſe gracious perſons, under whoſe 
eye they are, and many a prayer is by them put 
up to their heavenly Father on their behalf. Woe 
te to thoſe ungodly children and ſervants, who, 


Wunder ſuch advantages, continue hardened and 
mpenitent ö | 
* See Dr. Daduridge on the place. 


To 


but are running down headlong to deſtruction. 


34 The compaſſion of the dying Saviour 
To conclude, let thoſe who have received the 
tokens of pardoning mercy, remember it is owing 
to Chriſt”s interceſſion, and conſider the obliga 
tions they are under to him for pleading, as we 
as ſhedding his blood. And from hence alſo en 
couragement ariſes to backſliders, who are bf 
wailing the iniquities by which they have bee 
overtaken. If through inadvertency and wealMſ 
neſs any have thus fallen by temptation, and co : 
trated freſh guilt on their conſciences, let the 
go to Chriſt, and intreat him to pray to his F 
ther to forgive their iniquities, to heal their bac 
ſlidings, and to ſend the Comforter down in 
their hearts. Interceſſion is his employment WM 
heaven ; for * If any man fin, we have an ad ; | 
cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the rigbteoii 
And the wonderful inſtance of our Saviour!s co | 4 
paſſionate interceſſion, that has been under oi 
conſideration, may well rejoice the true believl 
and encourage him to have continual recourſe 
his Redeemer by faith. Certainly he that with 
being deſired, thus intercedes for the forgiven 
of his moſt cruel enemies, will never fail to ple 
for it, ard to apply it to thoſe who love him, a 
- who earneſtly ſeek it at his hands. 1 
1 Job ii. 1. 


1 


